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Dear Sir: 

The enclosed requests for help have been sent to Chicago 

Today. The Action Line column receives over 4,000 such pleas 
“every week. We have sifted the complaints and are sending along 
only those which we feel merit your attention. 

In behalf of Chicago Today and of these people, we ask you 
give them consideration if your investigation shows that action 
is justified. 

May we ask that you advise us of any aclion you take. 
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EDITOR OF ACTION LINE 
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elevation at the beginning of the sighting and was nearly a full moon 
(full moon Oct 25). 
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20 October 1969 


SUSIECT: NICAP MASS SUBCOM Report #69-27/14 Cctober 1969 
FRGM: R, E. Fowler 
TO: NICAP, Washington, D. C. 
cc; J. Allen Hynek Pos 


3. E. MeDonald 43° 
USAF FID (TDETR) a? 


On 16 October 1959 I received a telephone call from Assistaat Chairman 
Frencis Pechulis who informed me that Investigator Charles Valentine was 
conaucting an investigation of a 14 October 1959 UFO sighting made by 
here yl 3 A on Engineering Supervisor at Digital Uquipment Corp. 
waer ass > is employed. On 15 October Charles interviewed the wit- 
ness. lL received a letter (attached) and a signed questionnaire (attached) 
from Charles on 18 October 1969. The following report is based upon this 
data. 


The Charles Valentine letter: 
"10-16-69 


ect: Attached report on UFO sighting ~- J. LARKIN, 


terview with RO However, I'm not sure 


inter 
tave ol] De of any interest to you - will have to transeribe onto iy 


ov the last 4 years and would rate him as a 
"interssied--non believer in UFO’s." 
"Nv rom what m@ said [ got the impression he felt it was a solid 


de said he saw (2 or 3 times) a “bright spack or streak" of light 
"jump cuc irom the rear of the object" waen it was <> overhead. 


bet gal vision is very good am he is genarally skeptical in his 
overall attitude towards extra-terrestrial craft/beings et 


Cordially, 


Charlie Valentine! 


NiCAP MASS SUBCOM Report 
169-27/14 tober 1969 (Cont'd) 


ps 


Siechting Account: 


| business Telephone 
“was ivietie home on Route #2 heading west when 


{zht 2 line of 7-9 of "flint-like" sparking lights at an elevation of 
45° in the WNW which appeared to be moving W - E over a section of newly- 
installed power lines. He stopped his car at the Route #2 Shirley Road, 


exit (see map/arrow) and got out for a better look. (A few cars passed 

by put did not seem to notice the strange lights). He shut off his car 
engine to see if he could hear any sound from the apparent object but 
nothing could be heard, The silent lights continued to move slowly east- 
ward and as they came closer and passed directly over him changed from the 
straight-line confizuration to half circle with its leading edge moving 
forward and one light to the rear. (See sketches). The noiseless spark- 
ling lights were like the spark from the flint of a cigarette lighter only 
of creater magnitude. They flashed in a purely random sequence prcducing 
the are-like half circle with one frequent flash in the rear. This flash 
also occasionally preduced a straight line of light away from itself (see 
sketch). It passed silently over him and continued eastward on Route #. 
gradually getting smaller. He broke off watching and continued hone 
Sighting duration was estimated at 5 minutes, 


Although the sky was clear behind the object with a good background of 
stars, he could not see the object itseli very cleariy. He had the impress- 
ion that it was solid and flat. The apparent size of the object (if the 
lights were indeed on its leading edges) was compared to his hand out- 
stretched at arm's length or 6" by 6" at arm's length. At no time did he 
observe the object passing in-front-of or behind any fixed objects other 
thaa moving significantly with respect to background stars. 


Sizncting Evaluation: 


My first thought was that perhaps a hoax cleaning garment hot-air balloon 
mignt have been involved but the description and fact that it was moving 
into the wind (15 knots) ruled this out. (This type of balloon with its 
zirborne candles always takes on an orange color, moves erratically, drops 
sucninz matertal and usually its candles ara snuffed out and/or the bag 


sile still under observation.) My second thought was that the wit- 
ne exved a high-flying aircraft carrying several bright strobe lights. 
These t eppear to have a “sparking” effect and can be seen for miles. 
iseeaver. usually only 2 or 3 are carried on the aircraft I have seen ~ 2 
on the wing and one on the fuselage giving a a conticuration. The facts 
that no noise from it was heard nor conventional running lights se2n seem 
cil# out an airerafit. (Although strobe lights might appear to be 
mark-likte.) Lts anparent size was quite large (even if exaggerated unin- 
centlonally), and it passed directly over the observer so one would think 
that eneine nolse and running lights would have been easily noticed if an 


Atreratt were involved. 


=~ s, 


NTICAP MASS SUBCCM Report 3 
#69-27/14 October 1969 (Cont'd) 


in tae event others may have reported this object to the police or to 
nearby Fort Devens, IL phoned the following places: 


Shirley Police Dept. - No reports noted on blotter 
(617/425-4377) (Local airport closed after dark) 


Harvacd Police Dept, - No reports noted on blotter. 

(617/456-3321) Said that sometimes there are low- 
Flying crop-dusting aircraft over 
local apple orchards but that they 
fly only in the daylight hours. 


Littleton Police Dept. - No reports noted on blotter. 


(617/486-4144) 
Fort Devens ~ I talked to various Base Operations 
(617/796-3911) personnel who told me that they had 


received no UFO reports and that no 
aireraftt from that field was air- 
borne. They did state that sometimes 
during daylight hours a helicopter 
operating out of Albany, New York 
will run a low-level check on power- 
lines but never at night. 


Although I am tempted toward a probable-aircrait classification, the over- 
all data seems to rule this out if the witness's impression is taken at 
face value. f{ phoned and requestioned Mr. ns SO closely and his 
reaction to the aircraft suggestion was strongly negative. He said he had 
gone through the motions of trying to identify it with something conven- 
tional and found what he was watching "hard to believe” yet there it was. 
Tne lishts, according to him, were "not like strobe Lights" end flashed 

or "soarked” in a peculse: random pattern around what appeared to be a 
curved surface. It was too dark to see but the light arrangement suggested 
partially-lighted circular object. His “impression” was that it was 

2 and flying at ebout 3900-5000 feat 


Mv evelvation is that this sighting should be classified as a Llow-weight 
. | at 
atnsen. its presence over "new! powerline construction is noteworthy 
Bib ak 1 oernaps only coincidental. The tness 1s considered highly 
relias|= ¢ has a tecnnical background in engineering as well as holding 
a vespersible supervisory position. See Data Sheets). 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ra yond E. Fowler, Chairman 
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DEPARTMENT CF THE AIR FORCE 
OFFICE. SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
MIDWEST OFFICE OF INFORMATION 
RM 1462, 219 S. DEARHORN STREET. CHICAGO. ILL. 60604 


REPLY TOSAFOIM 


ATTN. OF; 


Th., 253-5151 


AREA Conor 312 


| Public Inguiry | 
SUGJECT: TWA 312-431 +1344 


TO: UFO Investigating Officer 
Chanute AFB, Illinois 61866 


i 
— ———————————— ie == 


l. This office has received the attached correspondence from 
a Chicago newspaper and it requires an official reply. 


2. The correspondence is forwarded to you for the following reasons, 
{] a. It pertains to a member of your command, 

| | b. It requires information peculiar to your operation. 

(I c. It requires technical information peculiar to your operation. 


| |} d. To obtain printed matter to be used in the reply. 


3. {_] Request your office furnish the information necessary on 
which to base a reply. 

4,{vl Request your office reply direct to correspondent, furnishing 
an information copy to this office and the newspaper concerned. 


é - 


= Li PT a : i - 
. " 


TEORGE L. ‘SALEM, Lt Colonel, USAF 
Chief 
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SUOJECT: 


Li*, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS CHANUTE TECHNICAL TRAINING CENTER (ATC) 
CHANUTE AIR FORCE BASE, NLINOIS 61844 


x PO 


2%) NOV i9hs 


Report of UFO Investigation (AFR 80-17) 


FTD (TDETR) 
Wrich*-Patterson AFB OH 45433 


l, The attached report of investigation is forwarded in accordance 
with AFR 80-17, Although the investigating officer has arrived ata 
fairly definite conclusion, it is less than positive identification. 


2 
o- 6 


Due to the nature of the parties involved in initiating the investigation, 
the report is forwarded for release to SAFOI as you deem appropriate. 


FOR THE COMMANDER 


VA dies 


ROBERT H, FICKE, Colonel, USAF lL Atch 


Director, Plans/Operations UFO Investigatiolygg gis)" 
- Cornplete File. 
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